PREFACE

A JOURNEY undertaken through Central and Eastern
Arabia, with the purpose of observing rather than of
publishing, put me in possession of certain details upon
those parts of the great Peninsula, which may be worth
recording. It is true that the circumstances of my
visit, and the restraints inseparable from native dis-
guise, abridged antiquarian research, impeded botanical
or geological enquiry, and deprived me of the means
for exact and scientific investigation; for instance, of
the customary requisites for verifying longitudes and
latitudes, or determining the degrees of heat and cold, of
moisture and aridity. Worse yet! I was at times unable
to take down a single note, much less could I display
a sketching book or photographic apparatus, however
fair the landscape and tempting the sun; and hence my
pen must unaided do the work of the pencil as well as
its own, while my reader's imagination may help to
supply the rest Why this was so, a few pages of the
narrative will make clear. On the other hand long
years, the best part of my life indeed, passed in the
East, familiarity with the Arabic language till it became
to me almost a mother tongue, and experience in the
ways and manners of " Semitic" nations, to give them
their general or symbolic name, supplied me with ad-
vantages counterbalancing in some degree the draw-
backs enumerated above. Besides, the men of the land,